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Compared to 2008, production1 in the CEMBUREAU countries
declined by more than 15% in 2009, to 262Mt, resulting in
a drop for the second consecutive year.  This was determined
by very different national trends and conditions.
Nevertheless, the effects of the worsening economic
environment were evident across the majority of countries
and negatively affected the cement industry in both mature
and fast-growing markets. Overall, twenty-six countries
experienced negative production growth rates, with
twenty-two of these registering a fall of more than 10%. A
modest growth by the order of 3.5% on average was
registered in only two countries. The reduction in output
volumes was even more pronounced if all EU 27 countries
are taken into consideration.  In the EU 27, production fell
by more than 20% year-on-year to 202.5Mt.

Total 2009 clinker and cement exports from the CEMBUREAU
member countries registered a decline of 0.3%, to about
47Mt, following a 13% increase from 2008, while imports
dropped by 25% (to approximately 24Mt). In 2009, clinker
represented 22% and 24% of total export and import flows,
respectively.

Cement consumption declined compared to 2008 as the
result of worsening market conditions in nearly all the
CEMBUREAU countries, twenty-seven of which experienced
negative growth rates. One half of the countries registered
a decrease in cement consumption of either more than 20%
or well above this figure.

1 Production totals include cement production and clinker exported outside CEMBUREAU and EU-27, respectively
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