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The World

World Production and World Trends

After the 2008 crisis, which originated in the U.S. financial
and housing markets, the 2009 world economy was
characterised by the steepest drop in global activity and
trade since World War II. The negative effects across the
world resulted in a shrinkage of global demand and trade
flows, with a drop in world output of 2.2%1. Major
developed and emerging economies used fiscal and
monetary measures to bring an end to exceptionally large
cutbacks in overall output.

Following decreasing activity levels in the construction sector,
cement production volumes have declined in most of the
advanced economies. However, despite the effects of the
global crisis and a poor 1% growth in 2008, world cement
production for 2009 is estimated at 3Bt, increasing by 6.4%

compared to 2008. China reached a record coverage of
global production (54%) with an increase in production of
17.9% up to 1.63Bt. This proved to be of major importance
when determining the overall positive world performance.
India, by far the second largest producer, confirmed a
growing trend to 187Mt with, however, a poor increase of
1.9% when compared to 2008 growth of 7.5%. The
expected effects of the economic downturn were severe in
the U.S. and Japan, adding to the already negative growth
results of 2008. In the two countries, cement production fell
by 17% and 13%, respectively. A collapse in output volumes
in the Russian Federation was characterised by a decline of
more than 15% (to 44.3Mt) in addition to the 12% drop
from the previous year.

CEMBUREAU countries accounted for about 8.6% of world
cement production while, looking at the EU 27 Member
States, these absorbed 6.7% of global cement volumes.


